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Is theater really dead? Does the theater, as its champions insist, really provide a more intimate experience
than film? If so, how have changes in cinematic techniques and technologies altered the relationship between
stage and film? What are the inherent limitations of representing three-dimensional spaces in a two-
dimensional one, and vice versa?

 

American Drama in the Age of Film examines the strengths and weaknesses of both the dramatic and
cinematic arts to confront the standard arguments in the film-versus-theater debate. Using widely known
adaptations of ten major plays, Brietzke seeks to highlight the inherent powers of each medium and draw
conclusions not just about how they differ, but how they ought to differ as well. He contrasts both stage and
film productions of, among other works, David Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross, Sam Shepard’s True West,
Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Margaret Edson’s Wit, Tony Kushner’s Angels in America,
Tennessee Williams’s Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman, and August Wilson’s
The Piano Lesson. In reading the dual productions of these works, Brietzke finds that cinema has indeed
stolen much of theater’s former thunder, by making drama more intimate, and visceral than most live events.

 

But theater is still vital and matters greatly, Brietzke argues, though for reasons that run counter to many of
the virtues traditionally attributed to it as an art form, such as intimacy and spontaneity. Brietzke seeks to
revitalize perceptions of theater by challenging those common pieties and offering a new critical paradigm,
one that champions spectacle and simultaneity as the most, not least, important elements of drama.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called American Drama in the
Age of Film? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Mary Case:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this American Drama in the Age of Film, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Richard Hunt:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this American Drama in the
Age of Film.

Nila Cobb:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely American Drama in the Age of Film. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way
up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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