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In Born Southern, V. Lynn Kennedy addresses the pivotal roles of birth and motherhood in slaveholding
families and communities in the Old South. She assesses the power structures of race, gender, and class?both
in the household and in the public sphere?and how they functioned to construct a distinct antebellum
southern society.

Kennedy’s unique approach links the experiences of black and white women, examining how childbirth and
motherhood created strong ties to family, community, and region for both. She also moves beyond a simple
exploration of birth as a physiological event, examining the social and cultural circumstances surrounding it:
family and community support networks, the beliefs and practices of local midwives, and the roles of men as
fathers and professionals.

The southern household?and the relationships among its members?is the focus of the first part of the book.
Integrating the experiences of all women, black and white, rich and poor, free and enslaved, these narratives
suggest the complexities of shared experiences that united women in a common purpose but also divided
them according to status. The second part moves the discussion from the private household into the public
sphere, exploring how southerners used birth and motherhood to negotiate public, professional, and political
identities.

Kennedy’s systematic and thoughtful study distinguishes southern approaches to childbirth and motherhood
from northern ones, showing how slavery and rural living contributed to a particularly southern experience.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

The book Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Born Southern:
Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joni Harris:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social
Networks in the Old South as your daily resource information.

Johnnie Gonzales:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Born Southern: Childbirth,
Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South as good book not
only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its include, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Stuart Rosado:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and
Social Networks in the Old South can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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