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Of all the written portraits of the delegates who attended the Federal Convention of 1787, few are as
complete and compelling as those penned by William Pierce Jr. (1753–89), one of four delegates from
Georgia. While at the convention or shortly thereafter, Pierce produced character sketches of fifty-three of
the fifty-five delegates. Although widely quoted and cited, the sketches—until now—have never been
analyzed or annotated in detail. John R. Vile’s study offers new insights into the workings of the convention
and the character and roles of its delegates, as well as Pierce’s little-known life, which included time as an
artist. Vile reveals, for example, that the time prior to the establishment of national parties when the framers
could have successfully met together in convention may have been a relatively narrow historical window.

Following overviews of events leading to the 1787 convention and of Pierce and his immediate family,
several chapters deal specifically with the character sketches. They cover Pierce’s arrangement of the
sketches and their subjects, his evaluations of the delegates’ personal qualities and reputations, his
assessments of their rhetorical abilities, and his descriptions of their public services, occupations, and
miscellaneous matters. Two concluding chapters add further context. One examines a set of somewhat
overlapping sketches that Louis Guillaume Otto, the French minister to the United States, penned about
members of Congress in 1788. The other looks at writings by Pierce’s son and namesake that also include
assessments of various Founding Fathers. Gathering Pierce’s sketches in full, with ample annotations and
secondary materials, this is a valuable reference on Pierce’s life, work, and times.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

This The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring the Character Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the
Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 is great guide for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Wisest Council in the
World: Restoring the Character Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional
Convention of 1787 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

David Shields:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring
the Character Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of
1787 is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Russell:

Beside this particular The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring the Character Sketches by William Pierce
of Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 in your phone, it may give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring the Character Sketches by William Pierce of
Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!

Patricia Whetsel:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring the
Character Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Wisest Council in



the World: Restoring the Character Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the Delegates to the
Constitutional Convention of 1787 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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