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In 1994, when the National Air and Space Museum announced plans to display the Enola Gay, the B-29 sent
to destroy Hiroshima with an atomic bomb, the ensuing political uproar left the museum's parent
Smithsonian Institution entirely unprepared. As the largest such complex in the world, the Smithsonian cares
for millions of objects and has displayed everything from George Washington's sword to moon rocks to
Dorothy’s ruby slippers from The Wizard of Oz. Why did this particular object arouse such controversy?
From an insider’s perspective, Robert C. Post’s Who Owns America’s Past? offers insight into the politics of
display and the interpretation of history.

Never before has a book about the Smithsonian detailed the recent and dramatic shift from collection-driven
shows, with artifacts meant to speak for themselves, to concept-driven exhibitions, in which objects aim to
tell a story, displayed like illustrations in a book. Even more recently, the trend is to show artifacts along
with props, sound effects, and interactive elements in order to create an immersive environment. Rather than
looking at history, visitors are invited to experience it.

Who Owns America’s Past? examines the different ways that the Smithsonian’s exhibitions have been
conceived and designed—whether to educate visitors, celebrate an important historical moment, or satisfy
donor demands or partisan agendas. Post gives the reader a behind-the-scenes view of internal tempests as
they brewed and how different personalities and experts passionately argued about the best way to present
the story of America.
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From reader reviews:

John Thornton:

The book Who Owns America's Past? can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Who Owns America's
Past?? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Who Owns America's Past? has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Doris Snell:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading
a reserve. The book Who Owns America's Past? it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Martin Norwood:

You will get this Who Owns America's Past? by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing
it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Brad Sharpe:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book Who Owns America's Past?. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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