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A historical investigation of the exclusion of Africa and Asia from modern histories of philosophy.

In this provocative historiography, Peter K. J. Park provides a penetrating account of a crucial period in the
development of philosophy as an academic discipline. During these decades, a number of European
philosophers influenced by Immanuel Kant began to formulate the history of philosophy as a march of
progress from the Greeks to Kant—a genealogy that supplanted existing accounts beginning in Egypt or
Western Asia and at a time when European interest in Sanskrit and Persian literature was flourishing. Not
without debate, these traditions were ultimately deemed outside the scope of philosophy and relegated to the
study of religion. Park uncovers this debate and recounts the development of an exclusionary canon of
philosophy in the decades of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. To what extent was this
exclusion of Africa and Asia a result of the scientization of philosophy? To what extent was it a result of
racism?

This book includes the most extensive description available anywhere of Joseph-Marie de Gérando’s
Histoire comparée des systèmes de philosophie, Friedrich Schlegel’s lectures on the history of philosophy,
Friedrich Ast’s and Thaddä Anselm Rixner’s systematic integration of Africa and Asia into the history of
philosophy, and the controversy between G. W. F. Hegel and the theologian August Tholuck over
“pantheism.”

“Africa, Asia, and the History of Philosophy is a fascinating study of racism and Eurocentrism in eighteenth
century works on history of philosophy.” — Journal of the Society for Contemporary Thought and the
Islamicate World

“Now, finally, we have an excellent account of … the exclusion of Asian and African texts from the canon of
world philosophy … an acute, critical narrative that should force philosophers to re-examine disreputable
pillars of their tradition.” — Chronicle Review

“What makes Park’s volume distinctive is the author’s proactive approach … Park takes sedulous care in
exposing cracks in the history of philosophy’s foundation, and digs deeper to examine how each crack is
connected … in his reconsideration of the history of philosophy, Park seriously engages the racism still to be
found at work in philosophy today.” — Radical Philosophy

“Africa, Asia, and the History of Philosophy is a welcome addition to a neglected area in the history of ideas.
Philosophy has long suffered from exclusions that keep us from fully appreciating the contributions to our
field from Africa and Asia. Park’s book uncovers some of the sources of philosophy’s exclusionary
practices. The historical detail is impressive.” — Elizabeth Millán, author of Friedrich Schlegel and the
Emergence of Romantic Philosophy

Peter K. J. Park is Assistant Professor of Historical Studies at the University of Texas at Dallas. He is the



coeditor (with Douglas T. McGetchin and Damodar SarDesai) of Sanskrit and ‘Orientalism’: Indology and
Comparative Linguistics in Germany, 1750–1958.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Africa, Asia, and the
History of Philosophy: Racism in the Formation of the Philosophical Canon, 1780-1830 (SUNY series,
Philosophy and Race) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Dick McAlister:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Africa, Asia, and the History of Philosophy:
Racism in the Formation of the Philosophical Canon, 1780-1830 (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) as
your daily resource information.

Vivian Obrien:

The book untitled Africa, Asia, and the History of Philosophy: Racism in the Formation of the Philosophical
Canon, 1780-1830 (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author provides
you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Luther Keller:

Beside this Africa, Asia, and the History of Philosophy: Racism in the Formation of the Philosophical
Canon, 1780-1830 (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Africa, Asia, and the History of Philosophy: Racism in the Formation of the Philosophical Canon,
1780-1830 (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) because this book offers to your account readable



information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!
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