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During the height of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Pentagon launched a controversial
counterinsurgency program called the Human Terrain System. The program embedded social scientists
within military units to provide commanders with information about the cultures and grievances of local
populations. Yet the controversy it inspired was not new. Decades earlier, similar national security concerns
brought the Department of Defense and American social scientists together in the search for intellectual
weapons that could combat the spread of communism during the Cold War. In Armed with Expertise, Joy
Rohde traces the optimistic rise, anguished fall, and surprising rebirth of Cold War–era military-sponsored
social research.

Seeking expert knowledge that would enable the United States to contain communism, the Pentagon turned
to social scientists. Beginning in the 1950s, political scientists, social psychologists, and anthropologists
optimistically applied their expertise to military problems, convinced that their work would enhance
democracy around the world. As Rohde shows, by the late 1960s, a growing number of scholars and activists
condemned Pentagon-funded social scientists as handmaidens of a technocratic warfare state and sought to
eliminate military-sponsored research from American intellectual life.

But the Pentagon's social research projects had remarkable institutional momentum and intellectual
flexibility. Instead of severing their ties to the military, the Pentagon’s experts relocated to a burgeoning
network of private consulting agencies and for-profit research offices. Now shielded from public scrutiny,
they continued to influence national security affairs. They also diversified their portfolios to include the
study of domestic problems, including urban violence and racial conflict. In examining the controversies
over Cold War social science, Rohde reveals the persistent militarization of American political and
intellectual life, a phenomenon that continues to raise grave questions about the relationship between expert
knowledge and American democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Campbell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Armed with Expertise: The
Militarization of American Social Research during the Cold War (American Institutions and Society ) to
read.

Lindsey Putman:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Armed with Expertise:
The Militarization of American Social Research during the Cold War (American Institutions and Society ),
you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a guide.

Audrey Rivas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Armed with Expertise: The Militarization
of American Social Research during the Cold War (American Institutions and Society ) book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still skepticism Armed with Expertise: The Militarization of American Social Research
during the Cold War (American Institutions and Society ) as good book but not only by the cover but also by
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Travis Smith:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Armed with Expertise: The Militarization of American
Social Research during the Cold War (American Institutions and Society ) was bright colored and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book Armed with Expertise: The Militarization of American



Social Research during the Cold War (American Institutions and Society ) has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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