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Being Bad will change the way you think about the social and academic worlds of Black boys. In a poignant
and harrowing journey from systems of education to systems of criminal justice, the author follows her
brother, Chris, who has been designated a “bad kid” by his school, a “person of interest” by the police, and a
“gangster” by society. Readers first meet Chris in a Chicago jail, where he is being held in connection with a
string of street robberies. We then learn about Chris through insiders’ accounts that stretch across time to
reveal key events preceding this tragic moment. Together, these stories explore such timely issues as the
under-education of Black males, the place and importance of scapegoats in our culture, the on-the-ground
reality of zero tolerance, the role of mainstream media in constructing Black masculinity, and the critical
relationships between schools and prisons. No other book combines rigorous research, personal narrative,
and compelling storytelling to examine the educational experiences of young Black males.

Book Features:

The natural history of an African American teenager navigating a labyrinth of social worlds.●

A detailed, concrete example of the school-to-prison pipeline phenomenon.●

Rare insightsof an African American family making sense of, and healing from, school wounds.●

Suggested resources of reliable places where educators can learn and do more.●

“Other books have focusedon the school-to-prison pipeline or the educational experiences of young African
American males, but I know of none that bring the combination of rigorous research, up-close personal
vantage point, and skilled storytelling provided by Laura in Being Bad.”
—Gregory Michie, chicago public school teacher, author of Holler If You Hear Me, senior research
associate at the Center for Policy Studies and Social Justice, Concordia University Chicago

“Refusing to separate the threads that bind the oppressive fabric of contemporary urban life, Laura has
crafted a story that is at once astutely critical, funny, engaging, tearful, dialogue-filled, profoundly
theoretical, despairing, and filled with hope. Being Bad is a challenge and a gift to students, families,
policymakers, soon-to-be teachers, social workers, and ethnographers.”
—Michelle Fine, distinguished professor, Graduate Center, CUNY

"Perhaps more than any other study on this topic, this book brings to life the complicated, fleshed, lived
experience of those most directly and collaterally impacted by the politics of schooling and its relationship to
our growing prison nation.”
—Garrett Albert Duncan, associate professor of Education and African & African-American Studies,
Washington University in St. Louis
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From reader reviews:

Michael Griffin:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Being Bad: My Baby Brother and the School-to-Prison Pipeline (Teaching For
Social Justice Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Anthony Brown:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Being Bad: My Baby Brother and the School-to-Prison
Pipeline (Teaching For Social Justice Series) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Alexander Taylor:

This Being Bad: My Baby Brother and the School-to-Prison Pipeline (Teaching For Social Justice Series) is
great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great
arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Being Bad: My Baby Brother and the School-to-
Prison Pipeline (Teaching For Social Justice Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen
minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?

Jill Lee:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From



media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Being Bad: My Baby Brother and the School-to-Prison Pipeline (Teaching
For Social Justice Series) when you essential it?
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