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"What have I in common with Jews? I hardly have anything in common with myself!"

--Franz Kafka

Kafka's quip--paradoxical, self-questioning, ironic--highlights vividly some of the key issues of identity and
self-representation for Jewish writers in the 20th century. No group of writers better represents the problems
of Jewish identity than Jewish poets writing in the American modernist tradition--specifically secular Jews:
those disdainful or suspicious of organized religion, yet forever shaped by those traditions.

This collection of essays is the first to address this often obscured dimension of modern and contemporary
poetry: the secular Jewish dimension. Editors Daniel Morris and Stephen Paul Miller asked their contributors
to address what constitutes radical poetry written by Jews defined as "secular," and whether or not there is a
Jewish component or dimension to radical and modernist poetic practice in general. These poets and critics
address these questions by exploring the legacy of those poets who preceded and influenced them--Stein,
Zukofsky, Reznikoff, Oppen, and Ginsberg, among others.

While there is no easy answer for these writers about what it means to be a Jew, in their responses there is a
rich sense of how being Jewish reflects on their aesthetics and practices as poets, and how the tradition of the
avant-garde informs their identities as Jews. Fragmented identities, irony, skepticism, a sense of self as
"other" or "outsider," distrust of the literal, and belief in a tradition that questions rather than answers--these
are some of the qualities these poets see as common to themselves, the poetry they make, and the tradition
they work within.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Radical Poetics and
Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Anthony Green:

Here thing why this particular Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary
Poetics) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in
the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish
Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary
Poetics) in e-book can be your alternative.

Rolanda Parker:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern
& Contemporary Poetics), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Spencer Fuentes:

Beside this particular Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you



have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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