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"You have the right to remain silent." These words, drawn from the Supreme Court's famous decision in
Miranda v. Arizona, have had a tremendous impact on the public imagination. But what a strange right this
is. Of all the activities that are especially worthy of protection, that define us as human beings, foster human
potential, and symbolize human ambition, why privilege silence?

This thoughtful and iconoclastic book argues that silence can be an expression of freedom. A defiant silence
demonstrates determination, courage, and will. Martyrs from a variety of faith traditions have given up their
lives rather than renounce their god. During the Vietnam era, thousands of anonymous draft resisters refused
to take the military oath that was a prelude to participating in what they believed was an immoral war. These
silences speak to us. They are a manifestation of connection, commitment, and meaning.

This link between silence and freedom is apparent in a variety of different contexts, which Seidman
examines individually, including silence and apology, silence and self-incrimination, silence and
interrogation, silence and torture, and silence and death. In discussing the problem of apology, for example,
the author argues that although apology plays a crucial role in maintaining the illusion of human connection,
the right to not apologize is equally crucial. Similarly, prohibition against torture—so prominent in national
debate since the events of Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib—is best understood as a right to silence, essential in
preserving the distinction between mind and body on which human freedom depends.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Richardson:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Silence and Freedom (Stanford Law Books). You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any
book Silence and Freedom (Stanford Law Books). You can add information and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Edna Dixon:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Silence and Freedom (Stanford Law Books)
book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Joseph Lee:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Silence and Freedom (Stanford Law
Books) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Yolanda Sartain:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
Silence and Freedom (Stanford Law Books). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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