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The period between 1880 and 1918, at the end of which Jim Crow was firmly established and the Great
Migration of African Americans was well under way, was not the nadir for black culture, James Smethurst
reveals, but instead a time of profound response from African American intellectuals. The African American
Roots of Modernism explores how the Jim Crow system triggered significant artistic and intellectual
responses from African American writers, deeply marking the beginnings of literary modernism and,
ultimately, notions of American modernity.

In identifying the Jim Crow period with the coming of modernity, Smethurst upsets the customary
assessment of the Harlem Renaissance as the first nationally significant black arts movement, showing how
artists reacted to Jim Crow with migration narratives, poetry about the black experience, black performance
of popular culture forms, and more. Smethurst introduces a whole cast of characters, including understudied
figures such as William Stanley Braithwaite and Fenton Johnson, and more familiar authors such as Charles
Chesnutt, Pauline Hopkins, and James Weldon Johnson. By considering the legacy of writers and artists
active between the end of Reconstruction and the rise of the Harlem Renaissance, Smethurst illuminates their
influence on the black and white U.S. modernists who followed.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The African American Roots of Modernism: From
Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture).

Jennie Groth:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The African American
Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in
African American History and Culture)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

John Hickman:

The book The African American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The
John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The African
American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin
Series in African American History and Culture) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a reserve The African American Roots of Modernism: From
Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Catherine Benavidez:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The African American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem



Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer involving The African American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem
Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The African American Roots of Modernism:
From Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American
History and Culture) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?
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