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Winner of the 2013 Stan and Tom Wick Poetry Prize
Mark Doty, Judge
"It's a joy... to come nearer to a realm of experience little explored in American poetry, the lives of those who
are engaged in the complex project of transforming their own gender... Oliver Bendorf writes from a
paradoxical, new-world position: the adult voice of a man who has just appeared in the world. A man
emergent, a man in love, alive in the fluid instability of any category."
--Mark Doty, from the Foreword
"Bendorf's poems give us all we have ever wanted."
--Natalie Diaz, author of When My Brother Was An Aztec
"Astonishing."
--The Literary Review
"Bendorf's collection indeed opens the door to a spectral wilderness, an otherworldly pastoral, a queer
ecology endlessly transformed by possibility, grief, and the unruly wanting of our names and bodies.
Stunningly lyrical and beautifully theoretical, The Spectral Wilderness is an invitation one cannot turn down;
the book calls us to travel with Bendorf, to study the topography of becoming because "what we used to be
matters" in the way that language matters--however fleeting, however mistaken, however contradictory it
might be."
--Stacey Waite, author of Butch Geography
"What gorgeous and ravenous rackets Oliver Bendorf's poems are made of; what a yearning and beautiful
heart. 'Lift a geode from the ground and crack me open,' he writes, which is more or less what these poems
do for me: break me open to what might sparkle and blaze, what might glisten and burn inside. The Spectral
Wilderness is a wonderful book."
--Ross Gay, author of Against Which and Bringing the Shovel Down

Named one of Entropy Magazine's picks for Best Poetry Books of 2014.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Paolucci:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The
Spectral Wilderness (Wick Poetry First Book) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Viola Ball:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Spectral Wilderness (Wick Poetry First
Book), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Robert Lewis:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer can be The Spectral Wilderness (Wick Poetry First Book) why because the great cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Clara Duke:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Spectral Wilderness (Wick Poetry First Book) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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